The Magazine of the Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA Branch

EE
FR
GREEN
LIGHT FOR
BEER & CIDER
FESTIVAL!

Campaigning For Real Ale, Pubs & Drinkers' Rights Since 1971
IN THIS ISSUE... • PUB OF THE SEASON • DAY OUT TO CRICH • CROSS KEYS, SIDDAL • PUB NEWS
• BREWERY NEWS • CALDERDALE BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL DETAILS • Plus much more...

R

WWW.HXCALDERDALECAMRA.ORG.UK

A

2016to

BRANCH

RDALE •

M
CA

Hugh Kirby and Ruth
Dunsmore, licensees of
the Cross Keys at Siddal.
Photo by David Litten

FAX & CA
L
4
YEAR 1
CAM S OF
PAIG
1975 NING

LI

DE

• H
A

22nd - 24th
September

2 | Issue 39

www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

ESSENTIAL BRANCH
INFORMATION

BRANCH OFFICERS:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chair: Peter Judge
Treasurer: Alan Fearnley
Secretary: David Lee
Social Secretaries: Roger Bentley & Michael Sykes
Membership: Richard Lee
Pubs Oﬃcer & Webmaster: Tony Britton

• Branch Contact: Allan Whitehead
e: contact@hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
• Caldercask Editor: Andy Grant
e: caldercask@hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
POSTAL ADDRESS:

Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA,
Flat 3, 5A Ferguson Street
Halifax HX1 1EE

WEB: www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
DISCLAIMER - Views expressed in this publication are those of
their individual authors and are not necessarily endorsed by
the Editor, branch committee or the Campaign for Real Ale
nationally. Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA accepts no liability in
relation to the accuracy of advertisements; readers must rely on
their own enquiries. It should also be noted that acceptance of
an advertisement in this publication should not be deemed an
endorsement of quality by Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA.
The Editor reserves the right to amend or shorten contributions
for publication. All editorial copyright © Halifax & Calderdale
CAMRA 2016.

TRADING STANDARDS - Short measures, misleading
advertising and other consumer complaints?
Trading Standards (West Yorkshire Joint Services)
PO Box 5, Nepshaw Lane South, Morley, LS27 0QP
t: 08454 040506 www.wyjs.org.uk
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE (CAMRA)

230 Hatﬁeld Road, St. Albans, Herts, AL1 4LW
t: 01727 867 201 e: camra@camra.org.uk
www.camra.org.uk

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION
Metro: www.wymetro.com 0113 245 7676
Travel Line: www.traveline.og.uk 0870 608 2608
National Rail: www.nationalrail.co.uk 08457 484 950
PUBLISHED BY

Capital Media Group,
First Floor, Central Buildings, Middlegate,
Newark-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire, NG24 IAG
t: 01636 302 302 e: hello@choose.capital
www.choose.capital
© 2016 Capital Media Group. All Rights Reserved. No part of
this publication may be transmitted, reproduced, recorded,
photocopied or otherwise without the express written permission
of the copyright holder.

www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

BRANCH DIARY

Our forthcoming meetings

All Branch & Committee Meetings start at 8pm. Social
event times vary. Please check website for more info.
AUGUST 2016
4th
6th

Branch – Big 6, King Cross
Joint CAMRAmble with Keighley & Craven Branch –
Hebden Bridge (Keighley Road/Foster Lane bus stop,
11:45) to Blue Pig (Midgehole WMC) Beer Festival via
Hare & Hounds, Wadsworth & Robin Hood, Pecket Well,
or, for non-walkers, social lunch at Pack Horse, Widdop
(906 bus from Hebden Bridge at 12:44) then 14:40 bus to
Blue Pig Beer Festival
18th Open Committee – Navigation, Sowerby Bridge
24th Hebden Bridge crawl – start Fox & Goose (19:30) then Old
Gate, Calan’s and other pubs if time permits

SEPTEMBER 2016

1st Branch – Miller’s, Brighouse
9th Yorkshire Regional Meeting – Kirkstall Brewery Tap, Leeds
10th Mike’s Mystery Tour – 590 bus from Halifax at 12:45 to
Summit, Littleborough and beyond
15th Open Committee – Ring o’ Bells, Halifax
22nd Calderdale Beer & Cider Festival – Hebden Bridge Town
- 24th Hall (See separate article).

OCTOBER 2016

1st Huddersfield Crawl – start Plumbers’ Arms, 13:00
6th Branch - Fox & Goose, Hebden Bridge
13th Tasting Panel – Cock o’ the North, Hipperholme, followed
by social
20th Open Committee – Blind Pig, Sowerby Bridge
26th King Cross crawl – start 19:30 at Feathers

ARTICLES FOR CalderCask?

Local, national or international beer & pub beer related
articles are always welcome! Please submit your copy to
be considered for use in future editions via e-mail:
caldercask@hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS to the next edition
of CalderCask is 1st October 2016
Please note that for legal reasons that a full name and
postal address must now be submitted with any contributions.

Please Recycle your copy of CalderCask! -

Why not pass
to a friend, take it to work or leave it for others to read and enjoy.
Issue 39 | 3

The Staff of Life Inn
at Eagles Crag

Nestled ‘neath the shadow of Eagles Crag we offer good real ale
with constantly changing guest beers and great innovative meals
from a themed weekend menu, supported by seasonal main menus
on which we try to support local producers of quality products.

B&B - Recently renovated double en-suite rooms available

550 Burnley Road, Todmorden, OL14 8JF
For Bookings & Accommodation

call 01706 819033

Staff-of-Life-Todmorden
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BAR THOUGHTS...
Full Steam Ahead!

S

ince the publication of the last issue much has
happened on the beer and pubs scene both
nationally and locally.
Nationally, the CAMRA Revitalisation Project has
got underway, headed up by CAMRA founder-member
Michael Hardman, with the object of consulting members
and other interested parties in order to decide on the
Campaign’s future direction, purpose and strategy.
Now that there are more breweries in the UK than ever
before, should we concentrate on trying to save the everdecreasing number of pubs? Should we even (shock,
horror!) embrace so-called “craft keg” beers? Throughout
the summer, members will be surveyed on their opinions
and will have the chance to attend one or more of ﬁfty
diﬀerent meetings around the country to hear the various
options which have been put forward. Finally the results
will be collated and taken to the 2017 National Conference
and AGM in Bournemouth, where a democratic decision
will be taken.
Closer to home, one of our local breweries has closed
– but has since reopened under new management and
with a new name. Most of the pubs which were ﬂooded
on Boxing Day morning have reopened and a muchmissed Upper Valley pub, which has been closed for
over a year, has been purchased and will shortly reopen
selling real ale. The biggest local news is that, after
some protracted negotiations, we have been given the
go-ahead to hold the second Calderdale Beer & Cider
Festival in Hebden Bridge Town Hall on the weekend
of 22nd-24th September. By bringing the date forward

a couple of months compared to last year’s successful
event, we hope(!) to have better weather so that we
can use the riverside terrace and attract even more
customers. This year’s festival will have a railway theme
to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the opening of the
Manchester & Leeds Railway – engineered by the great
George Stephenson himself – through the Calder Valley.
All aboard! Cheers!

OUR MAGAZINE COVER...

The magazine cover shows Hugh Kirby and Ruth
Dunsmore, licensees of the Cross Keys at Siddal, our
branch Pub of the Year in 2014. See article by David
Litten on page 10. Photo by David Litten.

CALDERDALE BEER &
CIDER FESITVAL 2016

Thursday 22nd – Saturday 24th September
For details visit: www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
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COME & CELEBRATE THE 175th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE RAILWAY ARR IVING IN HEBDEN BR IDGE
Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA Branch present the 2nd

Come &
Join the
fun!

Over
Real A50
Ciders les,
&
Perri
es

CALDERDALE
BEER & CIDER
FESTIVAL

Hot &
Food A Cold
at all s vailable
ess
until 9 ions
pm

Thursday 22nd to
Saturday 24th September 2016
at Hebden Bridge Town Hall
St. George’s Street, Hebden Bridge, HX7 7BY

Many R ailway Themed Beers - Why not try our Festival R ail-Ale Trail

Opening Times: THURSDAY: 2pm - 10pm • FRIDAY: 12 Noon - 11pm • SATURDAY: 12 Noon - 10pm

Admission Details: • Thursday 22nd - £1 Non-Members, Free to CAMRA Members*
• Friday 23rd to Saturday 24th (until 6pm) - £2 for Non Members, £1 for CAMRA Members*
• Saturday 24th (after 6pm) - FREE entry to ALL
• GLASSES £1 (Refundable deposit) • Pay on Door, NO advance tickets required
Sorry NO dogs (except Guide & Assistance dogs) allowed in the festival venue

en Bridge
The Hebd
lies - The
Hill Mil Morris

s’
local ladie
Team will
Dancing
ay
on Thursd
perform
g
in
n
eve

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT
* CAMRA Members must be
carrying a valid membership card
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BEER FESTIVALS
THE ONES NEAR YOU...

T

he following festivals may be of interest. Why not
pop in to one or all of these local events for a visit
and enjoy some great Real Ales:

Friday 12th - Sun 14th August
Cross Keys Festival

At the Cross Keys, Whitegate, Siddal, Halifax. With over
24 real ales and ciders, live music and a range of locally
sourced pork pies. (Non-CAMRA event). For full details go
to: www.www.facebook.com/The-Cross-Keys

Thursday 1st – Saturday 3rd September
Elsecar Beer Festival

At the Milton Hall, Fitzwilliam Street, Elsecar, near
Barnsley. 30+ beers plus cider. For full details go to:
www.barnsleycamra.org.uk

Thursday 22nd – Saturday 24th September
Calderdale Beer & Cider Festival

At the Town Hall, Hebden Bridge. See article page 6.
For full details go to: www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

Thursday 22nd – Saturday 24th September
Todmorden Beer Festival

At Todmorden Cricket Club, Centre Vale, Burnley
Road, Todmorden. 35+ beers. Non-CAMRA event, but
CAMRA members admitted free of charge. Why not make
a weekend of it and visit both of Calderdale’s premier beer
festivals on the same weekend?

Thursday 6th – Saturday 8th October
Huddersﬁeld Oktoberfest

At ANPA Venue Leisure Centre, Springwood,
Huddersﬁeld. 50+ beers and 16+ ciders & perries. For full
details go to: www.huddscamra.org.uk

ADVERTISING: Reach 4000+ Readers

Advertising costs as little as £36 for 3 months!
CalderCask distributes to all branch area pubs in the
Halifax & Calderdale area, it’s never been easier to reach
over 4000 people with your advertising.
FULL PAGE £100.00 +vat
Book 4 e
ditions &
HALF PAGE: £65.00 +vat
receive 1
0% disco
QUARTER PAGE: £45.00 +vat
unt.
Free desi
gn.
If you wish to advertise in future
editions call Capital Media on 01636 302 302

1ST CO-OPERATIVE PUB IN WEST YORKSHIRE
& CAMRA WINTER PUB OF THE SEASON 2015
• Locally Brewed House Beer
6 Rotating Guest Ales & Ciders
• Large range of Bottled Lagers & Ciders
• Lined glasses to ensure a full pint
• Quiz - Mondays 9:00pm
• Regular Music Sessions • Sunny Beer Garden
•

Open from Noon Daily • Free WiFi

www.foxandgoose.org
7 Heptonstall Road, Hebden Bridge HX7 6AZ
www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
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PUB OF THE SEASON,
SUMMER 2016
The Dusty Miller, Mytholmroyd

O

ur Pub of the Season for Summer 2016 is a
popular community local in the heart of a village
which has been devastated by ﬂooding twice in
the last ﬁve years - as has the pub, but it is rising again
from the muddy waters and is once again serving a good
pint in convivial surroundings to locals and visitors alike.
The Dusty is a long, low former coaching inn, dating
from 1760, although much extended and modernised,
situated on the South side of Burnley Road (the A646)
right opposite the turning for Cragg Vale in the very
centre of the village. Access couldn’t be easier: Regular
buses stop right outside the pub in both directions (590
& 592 between Halifax & Todmorden/Rochdale/Burnley
and 901 between Huddersﬁeld/Ripponden/Cragg Vale &
Hebden Bridge). The railway station, with regular trains to/
from Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Sowerby Bridge, Hebden
Bridge, Todmorden, Rochdale and Manchester, is less
than ﬁve minutes walk away across the river.
Once a haunt of the notorious Cragg Vale coiners, a
ruthless late- eighteenth century gang of forgers led by
“King” David Hartley, who was hanged at York for his part
in the murder of an exciseman, successive refurbishments
and extensions have obliterated nearly all traces of its
historic interior. For the last several years as a national
pubco. house, the Dusty has seen a succession of
tenants and managers for whom, it must be said, real ale
was not their number one priority. Following the Summer
2012 ﬂooding, The pub was given a complete makeover,
which resulted in an internal ambience similar to that of
a modern hotel restaurant, but although there were now
four handpumps on the bar, the quality and range of
beers available was very variable, the majority of regulars
were lager drinkers and the welcome given to strangers
could at times be best described as “lukewarm”.
All that changed however just over a year ago,
when the freehold of the pub was purchased by
Carole Pollitt, originally from Bolton, and her son
Christian, who is a conﬁrmed ale drinker and
an excellent cellarman. From the beginning,
they resolved to always have four quality real
ales from Northern independent breweries on
sale, including one from the nearby, and then
newborn, Vocation Brewery in Cragg Vale.
The atmosphere in the Dusty changed almost
overnight, with all comers being welcomed with

www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

a ready smile and an excellent pint and with a good value
restaurant adjoining to service the hungry customer. All
seemed to be going swimmingly (pun intended!) until the
early hours of Boxing Day morning this year, when the
pub, like most of the village centre, found itself suddenly
under more than ﬁve feet of swirling muddy water.
A lesser person the Carole might have given up in
despair but, despite the huge heartache, stress and
ﬁnancial loss caused by the disaster, not to mention
the massive amount of back-breaking work needed to
clean-up and redecorate, sheer dogged determination
won the day and the Dusty is steadily arising from the
waters again. The bar reopened in April and the four
handpumps are once again serving two regular beers –
Elland Nettlethrasher and one from the Vocation range –
plus two constantly – changing guests. Restoration of the
kitchen and restaurant will take a little longer – probably
until the end of the year. Please go and visit the Dusty if
you are in the area. The smile has returned to Carole’s
face and you will be assured of a warm welcome and a
good pint. Presentation of the “Pub of the Season” award
took place
on 21st July.

Dusty Miller, Mytholmroyd
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THE CROSS KEYS
In Siddal, Near Halifax

T

he Cross Keys in Siddal, near Halifax has now
been open as a freehouse for over three years. It
has during this period gained a reputation as one of
the best pubs in Yorkshire under the ownership of Ruth
Dunsmore and Hugh Kirby.
Ruth and Hugh got to know each other when young.
In fact, they were childhood sweethearts. However, their
lives took diﬀerent paths until they reunited once again
and decided to take on a pub as a joint business venture,
something they had often joked about. With Ruth’s
business acumen and Hugh’s vast experience in the
brewing and licensed trades they saw the opportunity to
take over the pub as a totally independent free house, “free of any tie”.
The pub had been a failed pub group hostelry that
had been closed for some time. Ruth and Hugh, however,
saw its potential as an opportunity not to be missed. They
wanted to put the “pub” back into a pub, just like they
used to be. One day Ruth was in Skipton and decided to
make an oﬀer there and then and negotiated the deal. No
pussyfooting! After just a month, with a pot of magnolia
paint and an overhaul of the ﬁre together with extremely
hard graft, the pub was reopened on 7th December
2012. As the project took oﬀ Hugh took on the day to
day running of the pub while Ruth continued with her full
time job.
Hugh made use of his links in the trade and struck up
supply deals for cask ales with as many local breweries
as possible and
other suppliers to
provide products
complimenting the
style
envisaged.

??????
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Once open, the word soon spread amongst members
of the local community that its former hub had been
reopened and revitalised and curious villagers came to
discover the delights of their local. They liked what they
found and began to return to the warmth and comfort of
a second home. It did not take long for beer enthusiasts
from near and far to discover via the “hop vine”, the latest
addition to the real ale pub scene and Ruth and Hugh’ s
eﬀorts were soon recognised and rewarded by CAMRA
and SPBW.
Ruth and Hugh have always supported local charities
and always make the most of opportunities created
not only on a daily basis but also via festivals and by
sponsoring local organisations and sports teams.
Consistent reinvestment into the pub has enhanced
the décor and ambience while added features are the
beer garden and letting rooms. Only recently, further
sympathetic refurbishment has taken place in the bar
area and as with all such adventures there will be more
to come.
There are always things going on from a community
point of view. The tap room is an ideal room not just
for the darts and domino teams but lends itself well for
meetings, parties, wedding breakfasts and receptions
and funeral teas. Sunday afternoons see some
great music gigs from both local
outﬁts and bands from afar. Even
touring bands from America
have sought out the venue and
had their requests to play at the
intimate surroundings granted.
Cycling and walking clubs gather
use the Cross Keys as a pre and
post exertion meeting point.
There are many notable
characters at the pub, perhaps
most notably the beloved pub dog,
Poppy who patrols the pub with
www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

extreme vigilance
at all times making
sure that she gets
her share of the
award
winning
pork pies made
by
champion
producer Barry.
Thus
the
pub is all a great
traditional pub
for locals and
beer enthusiasts
should
be.
There
are
no
TVs,
Sky
Sports,
pool
tables,
gambling machines or certain, bland lagers and bitters.
Just great beers in a friendly atmosphere. A ﬁne nod
to tradition has been the purchase and hanging of a
welcoming 3D “at the sign of” style” Cross Keys sign
which has replaced the more usually seen board signage.
Ruth and Hugh – we raise our glasses to you.
Cheers.
By David Litten

BOOK 4
EDITIONS
FOR A

10%

DISCOUN
T
Halifax & Calderdale Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale

ADVERTISE WITH US & REACH
4000+ REAL ALE DRINKERS
Advertising costs as little as £36 for 3 months! CalderCask distributes to all
branch area pubs in the Halifax & Calderdale area, it’s never been easier to reach
over 4000 people with your advertising.

• FULL PAGE £100.00+vat • HALF PAGE: £65.00+vat • QUARTER PAGE: £45.00+vat
FREE AD
DESIGN

www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

To advertise call Capital Media on

01636 302 302
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PUB NEWS
A local update
ELLAND

The Wellington has reopened. The Savile Arms now
has real ale. The ﬂood-damaged Colliers Arms remains
closed, possibly permanently.

HALIFAX

The Union Cross has reopened. The Grayston Unity,
a new micro-pub, has opened in Wesley Court opposite
the Town Hall main entrance. A second new micro-pub,
the Pump Room, will be opening soon in Crossley
House, Northgate Street, opposite the Bus Station.

HEBDEN BRIDGE

Calan’s micro-pub, the Stubbing Wharf, the Sports
& Social Club and Nelson’s Wine Bar (which sells
Real Ale in Bottles) all reopened in June. Drying-out and
restoration work continues at the Albert, Railway and
White Swan. The Fox & Goose held a mini beer festival
at the end of June/beginning of July while its cellar was
being refurbished.

HEPTONSTALL

Jonathan Tahany-Jones has left the Cross after
only a short time and has been replaced as tenant by
Lesley Farnell. Owners Mood Developments have made
a considerable investment in the pub. The small room
on the left as you enter has been restored as closely
as possible to its 18th century ambience, with the
historic ﬁreplace as its centrepiece, surrounded by lots
of historical ephemera. The main bar area has been
redecorated and given a new wooden ﬂoor. The former
boiler room will become a holiday cottage and the barn at
the rear will become a bunk barn for cyclists and walkers.

HIPPERHOLME

The Hare & Hounds is to reopen as a “gastro-pub”.

LIGHTCLIFFE

The Sun has reopened, but only opens at lunchtime
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

MYTHOLMROYD

The Shoulder of Mutton reopened in mid-July. Aux
Delices is now fully reopened. The Dusty Miller is still

operating as a bar only while restoration work continues
in the restaurant and kitchen.

NORTHOWRAM

The Queen Victoria has closed again – probably
permanently as planning consent has been granted for
conversion to a convenience store.

SOWERBY BRIDGE

Digger and Hilda have ﬁnally retired from the Long
Chimney and the pub is currently closed for several
weeks to undergo a comprehensive refurbishment. When
it reopens it will be called the Loose Goose and will be
run by Hilda’s niece Tammy. The Hogshead brewpub
is proving very popular, with customers coming from a
long way away. They usually have ﬁve of their own beers
on plus up to four guests. The former Alley Bar has
reopened as the Riverside Bar and is reported to be
selling real ale. A group of locals have got together to try
and obtain an ACV (Asset of Community Value) Order for
the closed Puzzle Hall.

STAINLAND

The Duke of York is now a free house and is being
run by Ian, formerly steward at the Greetland Community
Centre and his daughter.

TODMORDEN

The Masons Arms, Bacup Road – our 2013 branch
Pub of the Year – which has been closed for about ﬁfteen
months, has been purchased by Annie Nolan, one of the
two partners in Nelson’s Wine Bar in Hebden Bridge. It
will reopen soon as a community pub selling real ale – and
retaining the famous mortuary tables! Congratulations to
Richard Carlton and the team at the Hare & Hounds,
Burnley Road, for winning two of Thwaites’ 2016 Awards
of Excellence only a year after taking over the pub.
They have won both the “Best Newcomer” and “Best
Turnaround” awards.

CAMRA MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS

The following pubs in our branch area now oﬀer discounts
to card-carrying CAMRA members. The level of the
discount, the products to which it applies and the days on
which it is oﬀered vary from pub to pub. Please check with
the establishment concerned for full details:
•
•
•
•

The Firehouse, Sowerby Bridge
The George, Halifax
The Hare & Hounds, Todmorden
The Sportsman’s, Ploughcroft

TO ADVERTISE IN CALDERCASK CAMRA MAGAZINE

CALL CAPITAL MEDIA ON 01636 302 302 AND ASK ABOUT THE GREAT RATES
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THE GOLDEN FLEECE
A FREE HOUSE SINCE 2010

Keeping Real Beer, Real Quality & Real Value
ONLY THE BEST QUALITY
CASK ALE SERVED HERE
4 CASK ALES - SALTAIRE BLONDE
plus 3 ROTATING GUEST ALES
ALL CASK ALE - £2.70

• EVERY
EVER
RY WEDNESDAY
Y NIGHT
KNOWLED
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
QUIZ (9pm)
of the
Proud Sponsors
LEAGUE &
HALIFAX RUGBY DWAY
the HALIFAX SPEE

• SATURDAY NIGHT POP QUIZ
& DISCO WITH DJ Stevie B
• LARGE BEER GARDEN
1 Bradshaw Lane, Bradshaw, Halifax, HX2 9UZ

www.goldenfleecebradshaw.co.uk

50P OFF
A PINT
CASK ALE

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

Valid until 17th
December 2016.
Valid off pints of
Cask Ale only.
One
voucher per pint, no copies allowed.
www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk
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BREWERY NEWS
A local update
HALIFAX STEAM

The brewery is now producing bottleconditioned beers and a new draught
ale is Selene (4%), described as a
light, refreshing beer. They are having
problems sourcing appropriate hops
for Aussie’s Kiss.

HOGSHEAD BREW HOUSE

Their beers are now appearing in
local free houses as well as at the
brewpub. Among other places, they
have been sampled in the Fox &
Goose at Hebden Bridge.

OATES/FELIX

Unfortunately Oates Brewery ceased
trading earlier in the year, but those
nice people from the Junction at
Baildon have taken over the plant,
which has arisen like a FELIX from
the ashes! Felix beers are starting to appear in local pubs.
Boothtown Blonde (3.8%), Boothtown Golden (4.1%),
Ruby Bitter (4.3%), IPA (4.5%) and American Pale (5.3%).
The Pallet Bar at the brewery has reopened.

SLIGHTLY FOXED

room on site.

The brewery has moved from
Sowerby Bridge to a new location
at the Moderna Business Park in
Mytholmroyd. They have long-term
plans for a brewery bar and tasting

VOCATION

The brewery is going from strength
to strength and working ﬂat out. They
are now selling canned beers in more
than 300 Tesco stores in the NorthWest of England and are looking to
further increase their supermarket trade. They have just
purchased an extra two 5,000 litre fermenters and now
have 10 staﬀ – 4 of whom are normally employed on the
canning line. They have just gained SALSA food hygiene
& standards accreditation. A new strong beer, Smash &
Grab (8.5%) has been available for a limited time during
July in both draught and canned forms and they are
hoping to brew it again later in the year. A strong stout is
planned for the Christmas period, which will be matured
in whisky casks for up to six months prior to release.
The brewery shop is currently closed due to pressure of
brewing, but their on-line shop is fully up and running.

A BIG THANK YOU...

From the Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA Branch
The Halifax & Calderdale CAMRA branch would like
to thank the following establishments for allowing us
to hold our meetings: Hare & Hounds, Todmorden;
Jubilee Refreshment Rooms, Sowerby Bridge; Gun
Dog, Old Post Oﬃce & Three Pigeons, Halifax; and
Dusty Miller, Mytholmroyd.

& From the Editor of CalderCask

The Editor is grateful to the following for their
contributions to this edition of CalderCask.
Roger Bentley, Chris Dyson, John Hartley, Phil
Hoﬀman, David Litten, Richard Lee, Nigel Plant, Ian
Priddey, Jim Ryder and all those members who have
contributed pub and brewery news. All uncredited
articles are by the editor.
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LET LOOSE IN CRICH

Crich Tramway Village

Two Yorkshiremen & A Lancastrian In
An Orange Coat Are Let Loose!

O

n the First of May the ‘Friends of Sowerby Bridge
Railway Station’ had arranged a coach trip, with
the option of visiting the Midland Railway Centre
in Butterley, or spending time in and around the Crich
Tramway Village, near Matlock in Derbyshire.
There were a number of CAMRA members in the
coach, although this was not a CAMRA excursion. The
Crich option involved, among many other attractions, a
mini beer festival and three real ale pubs, in the GBG, so
to a serious CAMRA member, visiting Crich was a nobrainer. However, one of our members preferred to play
around with chuﬀ chuﬀs in ‘utterly’ Butterley. I seriously
worry about Michael. (Sorry about that, but as I had heard
this churned out so often I had to reference it, however
corny or cheesy it may be.)
So three thirsty men, messy Hartley, Lee D and
Bentley descended on Crich. Entry to the tramway village
was £9 for seniors in a group, or one old penny. Quaintly,
the old penny was the entrance ‘ticket’.
Now, May Day traditionally is the time of year when
warmer weather begins and ﬂowers and trees start to
blossom. It is also a day celebrating fertility and a day
to indulge in revelry. Of course, it is also International
Workers’ Day.
As we trudged through a muddy ﬁeld in wind and rain,
past the bandstand and into the freezing marquee, there
was little evidence that this was May Day, but at least we
could indulge in revelry, if not fertility!

The Red Lion & Crich Tramway Village
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There were two brewers exhibiting their wares from
Brampton in Chesterﬁeld and Wentwell in Derby. They
were both very welcoming and chatty. Two Brampton
beers were on oﬀer: Jubilee and Tudor Rose, both 4.6%
in strength and both excellent. Our spirits rose and we
forgot about the cold. There were three Wentwell beers
available: Derby Pale Ale (3.8%), Farm Hands’ Bitter (4%)
and Nellie’s Best, a strong bitter at 5.3%.
So we had made a ﬁne start with all ﬁve beers. Being
circumspect chaps, we only had halves of each. Some
people who don’t understand these things may ask why
we had to sample all ﬁve. Well, it’s the same as what
mountaineers would say about climbing mountains – it’s
because they’re there. Furthermore, beer drinking, within
reason, is a less dangerous pastime than mountaineering.
It was now time to venture forth. We had come to the
Tramway Village, so we felt we should have a ride on a
tram, but alas, we had only travelled two hundred yards
on a wonderful old tram when it stopped outside The Red
Lion pub. I trust you will understand, dear reader, that we
had no choice but to disembark.
The Red Lion was a busy, ﬁne old pub. We had a
delicious half each of Wentwell Tramway Mild, our ﬁrst
mild of May. The friendly and informative barman, Bob
Pennyfather, told us that this mild was brewed exclusively
for The Red Lion. He also
informed us that The Red
Lion was originally situated
opposite
the
Potteries
Electric Tramway depot
in Stoke-on-Trent. It was
demolished in the 1970s, but
the facade was painstakingly
taken down brick by brick
by members of the Tramway
Society, being rebuilt at
Crich using original materials
as much as possible, and
reopened in 2002.
www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

We asked for directions to our next port of call, The
Cliﬀ Inn, just outside the Tramway Village. Bob did not
limit himself to simply giving us directions, as would most
people if you were lucky, but insisted on escorting us
virtually to the pub door. Perhaps this is normal in Crich.
He took us on a short cut, which at one point seemed to
go through someone’s back garden.
The Cliﬀ Inn is a traditional grit stone free house, built
around 1800, with log burners in both rooms. The beers
included Dancing Duck Ay Up and Sharp’s Doom Bar.
I enjoyed a half of Bakewell Best bitter from the Peak
Brewery in Bakewell.
We sat down at a table where a large dish of roast
potatoes sat waiting to be eaten, so naturally we
complied. However the dish was soon whisked away to
another table. Oh dear! Had we, unintentionally of course,
pinched someone’s spuds? If so, the locals were too
friendly and polite to complain, or maybe word had got
round on the Bush Telegraph that three ‘foreigners’ were
in town, and that allowances had to be made.
Our next destination was The Black Swan. Now,
Bob had given us directions, again involving a short cut.
However, to be sure we asked some (friendly) locals
outside the pub, who conﬁrmed the directions.
After a short walk of about ﬁfteen minutes through
ﬁelds and stiles, we regained the tarmac road. We had
been told to look for the triangle and then turn left. Two
local hikers obliged by pointing the way. Now, one of our
number had had the eﬀrontery to make some disparaging
remarks about my wonderful, distinctive, tasteful orange
coat. I know he was only jealous. I am open to sensible
oﬀers, John.
The Black Swan is a mock Tudor building run by the
Ashover Brewery from Claycross, Chesterﬁeld. All the
beers were excellent. I started with a Littlemore Citra
Pale. The publican here was also very friendly – is there
something in the air in Crich? He told us that in summer he
was opening a ‘Rustic Bar’ in a barn through a courtyard.
www.hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk

He even took us to the said bar, which he opened for us
specially, even oﬀering us beers straight from the barrel. I
had a wonderful half of Ashover Turning Leaf.
Two couples from the coach had found their way
to The Black Swan, so we felt obliged to have another
half. I had a tasty strong (5%) half of Cavendish
from the Wellbeck Abbey Brewery near Worksop in
Nottinghamshire. Others had a Chocolate and Mint Stout,
which I concluded was superb from the appreciative
noises from my companions.
We then headed back to The Red Lion as we had all
promised Bob we would, and also because I wanted to
sample the Ashover Poets’ Tipple, which was great.
Finally we returned to the marquee. Sadly the
Brampton Beer had gone, but we enjoyed a half of
Wentwell Mild. There were several bottles of Wentwell
ales. One that came to our notice was The Judge’s
Verdict. We wondered what this beer would be like. Maybe
it would be a robust, somewhat overpowering ale, best
drunk responsibly in small doses. I couldn’t resist buying
a bottle called Cow Tipper. This was a large, 750ml bottle
with a high alcohol content of 8.5%. The label depicts a
cow on its back. The brewer conﬁrmed this was inspired
by Black Sheep’s Riggwelter with the sheep on its back,
but powerful enough to render a cow on its back. The
bottle is a limited edition, mine being number 44 out of
60. Obviously a collector’s item – should I drink it? At the
time of writing I have not. If at some future time you hear
reports of a man in an orange coat staggering drunkenly
in the Savile Park area, you will know I succumbed to
temptation.
So three happy ‘gentlemen’ returned to their coach.
We soon arrived back in Sowerby Bridge. Time goes
quickly when one is sleeping.
By Rog Bentley
With acknowledgements to Matlock CAMRA for some of
the pub descriptions.

The Black Swan
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REAL ALE, REAL MUSIC
Good Beer, Good Music, Good TImes

O

ne of the things that is regularly mentioned these
days is the decline in the number of pubs in the
UK. Indeed, I saw some ﬁgures the other day that
showed that since 1982 the number of pubs in the UK
had declined from 68,000 to about 51,000, a decline of
about 25%, whilst the population has gone up by about
15% from 56.3 million to 65.1 million.
The reasons for this are well-documented; cheap
drinks from supermarkets, changes in demographics,
drink-driving laws, the health lobby, changes in lifestyles
– the list goes on.
But these ﬁgures tend to mask the fact that there
have been lots of pub and bar openings over the past few
years. Food has become a big part of the mix for so many
places, but for the lover of good ale there has been much
to raise a glass to. The rise of the micro pub is one of
these, and as always, there are enterprising people willing
to invest and give it a go.
Here in Halifax, right in the centre, we have a great
new bar as a testament to this, the Grayston Unity, right
smack by the Town Hall. This has been opened by Michael
Ainsworth, the man behind Doghouse Promotions, who
have brought gigs from the likes of John Grant, Low, I
Am Kloot, and various others to Halifax Minster over the
past few years, and regularly have events at Arden Road
Social Club. He is also involved with Trevor Simpson, the
former football referee turned music writer in running the
Halifax Musical Heritage Trail. The name is taken from an
old brewery run by Michael’s family in Keighley, with Unity
referring to the togetherness vibe he is trying to create.
On the bar there are 3 hand pumps, with Goose Eye
Chinook the regular, but there have also been beers from
Small World, Wishbone, and Ghost on my recent visits.
Lovers of craft are also catered for and there are a range
of snacks available. There are two rooms,

the bar and then a lounge which is done out like your gran
might have had back in the sixties. Michael insists it is not
a micro pub – indeed the fact there is tasteful music on in
the background means it doesn’t meet the oﬃcial criteria
– but it has a relaxing vibe to it, the beer is excellent, and
I can heartily recommend a visit! And as someone who
works with music and beer for a living, I am jealous!
It is also great news that Calan’s in Hebden Bridge
is ﬁnally open again after several months of closure
following the Boxing Day ﬂoods. I popped in the other
weekend, and am happy to report that the welcome and
the beer were as good as ever. Alan was telling me that
for the summer anyway they are opening on Mondays, so
there are more opportunities to visit!
Meanwhile down in Brighouse, the Market Tavern,
which has now been open for 4 months, is continuing
to thrive. Like Calan’s the beer and the welcome are
fantastic, what a great addition to the town. Snap and
Debs, ably supported by Adam, have done a brilliant job
in creating such a friendly, must-visit place in the heart
of town.
So, it is not all doom and gloom as far as our pubs are
concerned. In the words of the great Neil Young, who was
brilliant when I saw him in Leeds recently, keep on rockin’
in the free world!
If you want to read more about this and various other
ramblings please feel free to visit my blog: Real Ale, Real
Music: www.chrisdyson55.blogspot.com
In the meantime... keep on rockin’ in the
free world...
By Chris Dyson

TO ADVERTISE IN CALDERCASK
CAMRA MAGAZINE
The Grayson Unity
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CALL CAPITAL MEDIA ON 01636
302 302 FOR GREAT RATES
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